(1) The Simple Past Tense.  Regular verbs.

Notice the different pronunciation of –ed in this list of regular verbs:

1. –ed pronounced as d

2. –ed pronounced as t

3. –ed pronounced as id
clean

cleaned

ask

asked


count

counted

climb 

.................

finish

.................

mend

.....................

listen to
.................

help

.................

wait

.....................

live

.................

jump

.................

want

.....................

open

.................

like

.................

start

.....................

play

.................

look

.................

explode
.....................

show

.................

walk

.................

decide

.....................

stay

.................

wash

.................

divide

.....................

turn

.................

watch

.................

melt

.....................


Notice the spelling and pronounciation of the Simple Past of these regular verbs:

tidy

tidied

d

rob

robbed

d
carry

carried

d

stop

stopped
t
marry

married
d

chop

chopped
t
worry

worried
d

clap

clapped
t
try

tried

d

plan

planned
d
fry

fried

d

prefer

preferred
d
cry

cried

d

travel

travelled
d
dry

dried

d

admit

admitted
id  (permit, transmit, submit…)

**Practice exercise: Choose the right verb, make the simple past, and fill the spaces in the following sentences:

A)
walk

cry

play

wash

stay

open

1) I ____________________ my father’s car this morning.




2) It was very hot yesterday and we _____________________ all the windows of the house.

3) The little child was ill and ____________________ all night long.

4) My sister was in London yesterday and _________________ at a friend’s home.

5) The children ____________________ a basketball match last Sunday.

6) Paul usually goes to school by bus, but yesterday he _____________________.

B)
live

clean

want

borrow

finish

help

1) The girl ______________________ her homework very late at night.

2) Frank stayed at home and ____________________ his mother to do the washing-up.

3) I ___________________ the blackboard of my classroom.

4) Jane’s mother ______________________ in Nairobi until 1985.

5) When I was five years old I ____________________ a bicycle for holidays.

6) My father _____________________ this adventure novel from the local library.

C
ask

carry

count

listen to

look

wait

1) The woman opened her purse and _____________________ her money.

2) The pupils ___________________ a long time for the bus this morning.

3) The little boy was tired, so his father _____________________ him on his shoulders.

4) We ___________________ some music on my new CD player.

5) The lesson was easy, but some pupils _______________________ a lot of questions.

6) The teacher opened his notebook and ________________________ at the list of pupils.

(2) The Simple Past Tense.  Irregular verbs.

1




2




3

begin

began


bring

brought

break

broke

drink

drank


buy

bought


drive

drove

run

ran


catch

caught


ride

rode

sing

sang


see

saw


sell

sold

ring

rang


teach

taught


speak

spoke

sit

sat


think

thought

tell

told

swim

swam


wear

wore


write

wrote

**Complete with a verb in the simple past from the lists above:


1) The cat ____________________ a mouse in the cellar.

2) The exam _______________________ twenty minutes ago.

3) Jack ________________________ a thank you letter to the organisation.

4) It was Mary’s birthday yesterday and she _____________________ new dress.

5) I was very thirsty and _______________________ three glasses of water.

6) The policeman saw a thief and __________________ after him.

7) The man sold his old car in 1992 and _______________________ a new one.

8) Shakespeare __________________________ many plays very famous today.

9) A different teacher _______________________ us English last year.

10) The girl jumped into the river and ______________________ towards the opposite shore.

4




5




6

eat

ate


come

came


blow

blew

fall

fell


give

gave


draw

drew

feel

felt


make

made


fly

flew

meet

met


forgive

forgave

know

knew

sleep

slept







throw

threw

send

sent









spend

spent

** Complete with a verb in the simple past from the lists above:




1) He was very tired and _________________________ for nine hours last night.

2) The boy _____________________ a stone and broke the window glass.

3) Jack’s father _______________________ him a watch for his birthday.

4) She wrote a letter to her brother in Belgium and _______________________ it by e-mail.

5) The children were very hungry and ______________________ all the cakes.

6) The teacher ______________________ a picture on the blackboard yesterday.

7) He opened the door and ___________________ into the room.

8) The old man _______________________ down in the street and broke his leg.

9) Susan _____________________ ill, so she stayed in bed all day.

10) The cat climbed the tree, but the bird _______________ to the top branches.

7


8


9


10  ( = )

11  ( ( )

stand
stood

get
got

build
built

cost
cost

be
was/were

take
took

forget
forgot

burn
burnt

cut
cut

do
did

shake   shook




learn
learnt

hit
hit

go
went










let
let

have
had










put
put










shut
shut










hurt     hurt

** Complete with a verb from the list above:





1) The teacher came into the classroom and the pupils ______________ up.

2) My friend and I _____________________ to the cinema last Friday.

3) Jane ___________________ a lot of homework yesterday evening.

4) He ______________________ on his hat and coat and went out.

5) It was cold last night, so I ___________________ the bedroom window.

6) The pupils ______________________ six new English words yesterday.

7) I ____________________ breakfast at six o’clock this morning.

8) Jenny had an accident, so her mother ______________________ her to the hospital.

9) The little girl fell down and _____________________ her knee.

10) The old woman ____________________________ a letter yesterday from her son in Africa.

(3) The Simple Past Tense. Negative form.


 did not + infinitive    o    didn’t + infinitive

I did not  play football last week.    -    I didn’t play football last week.

**Practice exercises. Complete the following group of sentences like in the examples below:

Peter bought the newspaper, but he     didn’t   buy      the stamps.


The pupil ran to school this morning, but he       didn’t   run         home.

1) I opened the door, but I ____________________________ the window.

2) The teacher counted the pencils, but he ____________________________ the rulers.

3) The bus ____________________________, but the car ____________________ stop.

4) My mother bought oranges, but she ____________________________ apples.

5) Jack ________________ a coat yesterday, but he_________________ wear a hat.

6) The pupils wrote the questions, but they ____________________________ the answers.

7) Lucy felt ill at the party last night, but she ____________________________ ill this morning.

8) Jack brought his books to school, but he ____________________________ his notebooks.

1) The school carpenter made this cupboard, but he ____________________________ the desks.

2) The teacher walked to school, but he ____________________________ back home.

3) I _____________ Tom yesterday, but he ________________ see me.

4) The dog bit my leg, but it ____________________________ my hand.

5) Susie’s father went to London yesterday, but Susie _________________________ with him.

6) Tom finished his homework, but his friend ____________________________ it.

7) Our teacher ________________ teach us English last year, but he ___________________ us Spanish.

8) All the pupils came to school yesterday, but the teacher ____________________________. 

(4) The Simple Past Tense. Interrogative form.



 Did + subject + infinitive

Did you play football last week? No, I didn’t.


Did you study the English lesson? Yes, I did.

**Practice exercises.  Write the questions for these answers.  Look at the two examples below:


Did you wash your hands this before dinner?
Did Mary wear her new dress yesterday?


Yes, I washed my hands  before dinner.

No, Mary didn’t wear her new dress yesterday.

1) _____________________________________________  Yes, Mary helped her mother yesterday.

2) _____________________________________________  No, the baby did not cry last night.

3) _____________________________________________  Yes, the thief jumped out of the window.

4) _____________________________________________  Yes, I saw my friends yesterday.

5) _____________________________________________  No, the boy didn’t break the plate.

6) _____________________________________________  Yes, Sally sold her old bicycle last month.

7) _____________________________________________  Yes, I woke up early this morning.

8) _____________________________________________  No, the pupils did not do all the activities.

1) ___________________________________________  Yes, it rained yesterday.

2) ___________________________________________  No, Mary did not come to the party.

3) ___________________________________________  Yes, the girls visited her grandparents.

4) ___________________________________________  Yes, I threw away my old shoes.

5) ___________________________________________  No, Susie did not lose her watch.

6) ___________________________________________  No, I didn’t read the newspaper last Sunday.

7) ___________________________________________  Yes, the teacher asked a lot of questions.

8) ___________________________________________  Yes, they went to the cinema on Saturday.

(5) The Simple Past Tense. Interrogative form. Wh- questions.



 Wh- + did + subject + infinitive

When did you go to the theatre?  Last Sunday evening. (WHEN asks questions about the TIME)
Where did she meet her friend?  In the school library.  (WHERE asks questions about the PLACE)
**Practice exercises. Make questions about the place using WHEN

1) __________________________________________  The doctor finished his work at ten o’clock.
2) __________________________________________  The man wrote a letter to his son yesterday.
3) __________________________________________  Jenny went to America two years ago.
4) __________________________________________  Paul’s father bought the house in 1988.
5) __________________________________________  The lesson began ten minutes ago.
6) __________________________________________  I tidied my room yesterday afternoon.
7) __________________________________________  She brought the food after her dance lessons.
8) __________________________________________  The concert started at midnight.
**Practice exercises. Make questions about the time using WHERE

1) __________________________________________  The bus stopped at the corner of the street.
2) __________________________________________  The pupils played in the playground.
3) __________________________________________  I slept last night in a hotel.
4) __________________________________________  The old woman fell down in the street.
5) __________________________________________  The teacher put the books in the shelf.
6) __________________________________________  I waited outside the supermarket.
7) __________________________________________  They slept in the beach under the stars.
8) __________________________________________  Frank lived in Scotland with his grandparents.

